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vVDENT. of the ſame Housk. 7 
Wtit in the Year 1713. e 
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5 5 Diſcite, O Mis ERT, 2 Cauſas cognoſeire Rerum, 
Quid Sumus, & quidnam Victuri gignimur, orb 
1 datus, aut meta quam mollis flexus & unde + 
modus argento," "9s fas oprare, 92 5 ape e 
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bad the Curioſity to look it over, to ſee * 
 -what it contained: and Re with "wel 
 thing-in it Idid "not underſta 
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4 3 . — 7 fety, I conſult on 
ſuch Occaſions ; who was — to return 


* with this Anſwer, .. 1 


(e THE anonymous letter 5 
« me, I have read with 4 great deal of 
<« pleaſure. And though I cannot ſa) 9 1 
e approve of every thing in it; yet 
ce ſuch an Air of honeſt Sincerity runs 
through the Whole, and the Good in it 
&* ſo. vaſtly tranſcends the Bad, that it is 
* my Opinion, you will not only run no 
e risk in giving it to the Publick, but 
« pill, in ſame degree, deſerve its. thanks, 
cc Ver * 1 


ww 


70 3 2 Should it come. out: to 


be à real Letter, and writ by, or 'adareſsd 


to any one yet living, I hope that will 
not be thought my concern. I think my 


Purchaſe has given me a legal Intereſt in 
it, let who will have à natural one. 


Octob. 24. 1713. 


Fra HE impertinent Deſire I have, 
0 that you ſhould be acquainted 
1258 S with all my Thoughts, and 
all my Ways, has obliged me 
Fo put this Paper into your 
Hands. ag Lhad prepared a ferious Apology - 
for it, but I tore-it in pieces as ſoon as 1 
had penn d it. If when you have read it, 
it will not apologize for it ſelf, I am ſure 
all that T could ſay in excuſe for my Free- 
dom, would but have ſerved to inereaſe 


my Offence... If you have been Pleas d to 


7 


fo 8 
0 | i Fe O6 
4 5 5 * % 4 4 
, ; 2 2 * ; * 
* * . < 
by ** 
8 * of 


1 


2 
3 * 
Fug 
4 * 


| oblerve the i jonate lactiantios; which, 
ever ſince I have had the Honour of being 


: dreſſing you at all on this occaſion, I am 


known to you, I have had, to recommend. 


my ſelf to your Eſteem, ſt would not ſeem 
| Arange, That, after ſo long an abſence, ! 
than i 


ſhould have more to fay to you, ' 


would be poſlible for' you to find time is 
Hear; nor would it ſeem unnatural, "that 


what I could not communicate to you by 
word of Mouth, I ſhould take this round- 
about, tho, in Fact, the ſhorteſt way of 
Letter, to acquaint you with. You may 
perhaps find your Goodneſs towards me 


abus d, in being troubled with my imper- 


tinence; but you have this to comfort 


pyourſelf withal, that mine is not the firſt 


Inſtance where ſo good a Cauſe has been 
accompanied with ſo ill an Effect; and 


that it is the ordinary misfortune of great 


humanity to have its Favours abuſed by the 


Objects of it. My abuſe, how ever, Six, 


of yours in this Caſe, is not ſo great, but 
my Veneration and Affection for you, are 


ten times greater. And tho' I may be 


liable, in general, to be cenſured for the 
freedom I have taken with you, in ad- 


Ie 


5 9 70 5 
= ſure 1 have. taken the propereſt time to 


with Horace's Rule; Saturday Night in 
Term · time, being as proper an oben | 
to communicate an Addreſs of this Nature, 
to You, * & | 


1 validus, ſi Letus erit _ 


was a Circumſtance to be attended to, in 
doing the ſame to Aucusrus. 


SIR, I thought it became me, to take 
off ſomewhat of the Surprize of this Let- 
ter, by a ſhort Introduction, and to pre- 
pare you a little for what follows: Which 
having done, I ſhall leave my ſelf to your 
mercy, and hope you will indeed be mer- 
ciful to ſo Nn ns a Sinner. 


I is now, Sin, ſome time ſince, when 
from /iving by rote, I firſt turn d my 
Thoughts to the Conſideration of WHAT it 
was 70 Live, or to have a BEING. I had 
Not attended to it long, before I diſco "+ 5 
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hs it to be a \ RefletHion of the 2 
| Pleaſure, and what might be turn'd to the 
333 Importance. And as I had a little 


before convinced my ſelf of the Neceſſity 


of purſuing the Enquiry of the Nature of 


but one Thing at once, where the Matter 


was either difficult, or of great uſe to be 
perfect maſter of it, I from that moment 
being ſo poſſeſs'd with the Advantage of 
a Succeſs in this, reſolvd to lay by the 


Study of the Law, till I had in ſome 


meaſure ſatisfied my ſelf in it. But I had 
not apply'd my ſelf long to the Enquiry, 
before I found it very neceſſary, in order 


to ſucceed at all in it, to revive the No- 
tions of ſome Things which I formerly 
hat conſidered, and to gain clearer No- 


tions of others, of hich I had yct but 
obſcure Conceptions. I took occaſion 


therefore in the laſt Lent Vacation to read 
over Mr. Lockgs Book of Humane Under- 
 feanding, This I thought a proper Book to 


furniſh me with Foundation Materials for 
my future intended Superſtructure. And in 
order to purſue my Deſign with leſs inter- 


ruption, and to be more out of the way 
of the Sollictations of the Buſineſs I was 


ene 


— 


ä y 
Cares in, 1 withdrew my ſelf out of 


the confuſion and hurry of the Town, in- 


to a Retirement near it. 


1 found it very reaſonable and neceſſary 


to begin with a Survey, and Conſideration 


of my mental or thinking Powers, ſince 
it was by the help of theſe that I was in. 


formed that Is. This took me up that, 
and that ſmall part of the following, La- 


cation, which paſt between the laſt Sittings 


of Eaſter, and the beginning of Trinity 
Term. The intermediate Eaſter-Term | 
ſpent in Town, both on account of xe: HS 
freſhing my Mind, now wearicd with a * 


fix Weeks unwonted Retirement, and of 


keeping up my Acquaintance, at leaſt, with 
the Profeſſion in which I was engaged; by 
gttending as uſual on the Courts of Judi- 


ture. Trinity Term being over, I with- 


of the great Leiſure I had to proſecute 


my Deſign, than on account of the par- 


ticular ſuiting of my Genius, with Retire- 
ment and the Country. Where, how- 
5er fatigued with application, Inever want 
Com. 


| * 
1 4 . 


drew as before into my Solitude, which 
was not more acceptable to me on account 


8 4 4 \ e 
Oomp any, to divert me, tho alone, If in 


view of a fine Proſpect. And conſidering 
how neceſſary it is to have ſome interme- 


diate refreſhment between repeated Ap- 


plications of Mind, and being willing to 
have as little interruption as poſſible in 
75 my Meditations, I choſe a Place to retire 


to, every way ſuited to my Inclination: By 


the means of which my ſolitary Abode be- 


came not only ſupportable, but highly ac- 
ceptable to me, 


L had, by this time, met with ſome Suc- 
ceſs in my Enquiry, and found my Mind 
began to open it ſelf, and to aſpire at 
larger Views and Comprehenſions of Things 
than it had hitherto been wont to have. And 
began to be of Opinion, ce That an im- 
partial and thorough Enquiry, into my 


* felt under the following Heads of“ What | 


« I was? Haw I came to be? and ta 
e what End I was what I am * End: with- 


out a particular Satis faction on each of 
theſe Heads, I found it would be in vain | 


for me to hope to be the better for my 
Enquiry) was not ſo caſily, nor ſo ſoon ta 
be brought to a Concluſion, l 


As 
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A8 1s hte to enter on the Conf. 55 
detation of the fe of theſe, I found it 
would be a very unprofitable Application, - 
to conſider, 0 What IWas, without the ha- 


Ving a pretty good general Knowledge of 0 


What there was beſides me.” And much 
leſs of the ſecond, << How I came to he? 
without looking alittle into, and intending 


| Exiſtence in general. For without That, one 


would have but a very imperfect and inade- 
quate Notion of the MaJesrTr of any great 


| Fountain and Origin of all things, nor any 


juſt Conception of the Inconſiderableneſs 
and Minuteneſs of ourſelves, and what be- 
longs to us; ſuch a Nothingneſs, if compa- 
red with what is contain d in infinite Space, 
or with what the TO HAN is compoſed of. 


I have no reaſon to boaſt of any Advan- 
tage I had in that part of the courſe of my E- 
ducation, wherein I was engaged in the 
reading of Philoſophy. Having been tranſla- 
ted pretty early, at fourteen, from the 
Grammar- School, and a Syſtem of Philoſo- 
phy put into my hands; the Inconſide- 


rateneſs and Inadvertency of thoſe Years, 


toge- 


= 4 we the a 9 eus 

: nion of my Tutor to mattets of Philoſophy ; 
he being one who would. have been. ten 
5 times better pleas d to have diſcover d in Cr. 
CERO the uſe of a Latin Word, in a Senſe 

he never obſerv'd before, than to have been 

a CASSINI, or a HuyGeNs, to have obſerv'd 

any new, or various Phaſisof a Planet, or 

any new, Satelles attending any of thoſe il- 
luſtrious Orbs ; I ſay, the Inattention and 
Inconſiderateneſs incident to that, and the 

three or four immediately ſucceeding Years, 

join'd to the being under the Care and In- 
ſtruction of ſuch a Tutor, who had no other 
il Skill in Philoſophy, but a few ſenſeleſs DiC 
4 tinctions, which Burgerſdicius and Heere- 
|| | bord, and other ſuch famous and renowned 
[| Authors afforded him, might very well ex- 
cuſe a Pupil from the Expectation of ma- 
king much Proficiency in Philoſophy under 
him. I paſt through, however, a Courſe 
of Philoſophy, ſuch as it was, and was as 
wiſc at the end of it, as before I cntred on 
it, But J made one Reflection in this time 
of Darkneſs, which hath continued with 
me, and which I find to be well - grounde 
in the Dawn of the Underſtanding I wu 
at 
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"This 3 


n of Nature, wherein con · 


was ſomewhat impertinent ; bez 


lafophy, 2. 


a ing a Diſquiſition after a Knowledge, for 
4 the Attainment of which,' we were not en 
_ 3 dowed with Faculties, that were by, ang 

4 means adeguate to it. And that the Philo- 
a ſophers (to ſpeak very vulgarly) had takefi 

; the- Heu Y tbe. wrong. Ear, when they 

x would raiſe the Dignity of their Nature; and 
* | render it more excellent, by any Knows 
- ledge: that could ariſe (if there could be 


could hope to arrive at in this Conſidera- 
tion, as of the Cauſe of Thunder, Show; 


* 


r TW) That was, . the Dit 
on ate le eien Canſes of the dif = 


any certain); from the Contemplation of the | 
immediate efficient and material Cauſes of 
the various Phænomena of Nature in any of 
the four Elements. Since the utmoſt they 


Phyſicks, or natural Ph. 


f Differ ence of Met, als, various Winds, Ec. 
Was only imperfect Gueſſes; which, how 

; probable ſo cer they appeared, were ſtill 

: liable. to be-oyerturn' d, and rendred trifling 
| by.the Equivocalngls of Effects, witlureſpect. 
to their Cauſes; 70 And to aim at no higher ] 
| Axtainment,: by.ghs uſe of our Faculties, ar 
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5 n Pe felf with this; WA 
unmanly, and abſurd. Neihes could i nd 
to procure a higher Conception of the: Ori. 
gin of all Things: Since the Excellency vf 
the Eft included and expreſſed any B- 
cellency of its immediate Cauſe ; and the 
Excellency of Things around us, was to be 
judg d by their outward Beauty, and Uſefal 
neis, and not by any unknown Texture of 
Parts; or hidden Machinery, whereby they 
gre what they appeur: For what wag 
compfehended under their ſeveral Appea. 
rances, may be as well ſuppoſed to the Ad- 
vantage and Honour of the great Cauſe of 
them, as if exactly known and pry d _ 

were it en for u us to do it. een 


* 3 2110 . a . i. 
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Vs 5 dane 5 ah ann Rill of: a ads 
firm'd Opinion, that the applying Effects 
to Cauſes, ſuch as are obvious in Water 
mills, and Windmills; and in other more 
modern Diſcoveries; and Applications, were 
of great uſe and advantage to Mankind: But 
to ſearch after Cauſes for Effects, was one 
of the moſt impertinent Uſes a Man could 
put the Powers of his Undetſtanding t6, 
ber arc PW or what * Acufeneſs * 


Dr 
—— l i ena 


Au 


puctend do diſcover the Means whereby the 


firſt farm d. Or immediately produces and 
e ee of Exiſtence > 464 715 
i i | 


FOR theſe n n domeſtick Row 


| ſons (as I may call the Inability of my Tu- 
tar; and Indifference of my own Mind) 1 


preſery'd to the end of my Courſe of Phi. 


Notions of a Heaven above the Stars, and 
of the ALMIGHTY'S being immediately, 
and ſolely taken up with the Obſervation 
of our World; that the Stars were made 
on purpoſe to twinkle on us by Night, and 


the Sun to ſhine only on us by Day; and that 


they might all be plac'd at about an hun- 
dred Miles diſtance over our Heads; for I 
had the Faith to believe Jacop's E 
beach d at leaſt os 0 | 


THE REFORE, Sir, as EN came to 
a ee wherein I deſign d to conſider of 
Exiſtence, and as my Thoughts were natu- 


rally to reflect, firſt, on Capacity, it may eaſily 


wo e how ſurprizing it muſt appear 


C 2 to 


8 * that wil ſhould 


giaat| Finer: Causx of all Things, either 


| loſophy and afterwards, my catecheticat 
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- of my are of a hundred Mills high; Ex- 


1 Earth's: being the only unſettled and tempo 
rary Part of Exiſtence, there may be as cer. 


panſton was infinite, and ihſtead' of our 


tainly an infinite number of ſuch Orbs (if 
Infinity can be ſaid to contain Infinity) as 
we are certain there are i ſuch in our 
Solar Syſtem; and which may al have as 
regular Motions around their reſpective 


Suns, as each of theſe have around ours. 
For this reaſon, I was naturally led to turn 
over two or three Syſtems. of Aſtronomy; 
in order to enlarge my Notion of Exiſtence; 
and thereby to make that conſiderable Step, 
which the knowing theſe Things is, to the 
better and more worthy Conception of the 


Grear Cavst of my own, and all other 
Beings Exiſtence. And here my Unskil- 


fulneſs in the Mathematicks (which, by an 


Unhappineſs in my Education, I never had 


any Taſte of) was of uſe to me, in that I 


made ſuch more conſiderable Advances in 
my Progreſs, by my paſſing over the demon. 
ſtrative Proofs of what was advancd by the 
Mathematician, as I ſhould have been ite» 
_ had 1 den able to have conlderd 
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. nnn . of every - 
thibs that l Hund advanced, in ratio to 
the Difance;the Diameter, Denſity; Figure} 
and Motion: of the Planets or Stars, And 
tho Knowledge thereon be only hiſtori- 
8 cal; not ſeientifical; yet I imagine I have 
e teaon to think myſelf impoſed on, in 
the probable, and to a degree certain Ac- 
:ounts;; Mathematicians give of their great 
3 and curious Diſcoverics in Nature: Since 
the greateſt Mathematicians of all Countries 
aſſert it, and who from the Nature of the 
Thing, cannot be thought to have any De- 
ſign to impoſe on us. Beſides, as to Infi- 
ö nity of Expanſion or Immenſity, there wants 
only a free Reflection of one's 'own Mind, 
without pinning one's Faith intirely on theſe 
Gentlemen's Sleeves, to be aſſured that it is 
as certain, as that two and two make four. 
As likewiſe as to an eternal Succeſſion in 
Things ſome where or other, of ſome Be. 
ing or other. Which two Thoughts well 
purſued, will. give that Man very different 
Views, concerning; himſelf, from .what he 
had whilſt his Thoughts dwelt in their pri- 
mitive Confnement, within this little 
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15 e et ee derm quhe di 
ferent Notions of that great Fixer Cibsn, 
4 Whoever he is, or, „ vhatever he be; 
to whom I am indebted. for my Exiſtence, 
and Who was pleaſed to make me what I 
am, and to give me a Conſciouſneſſ of my 
own Being, and a Knowledge of himſelf, 
in that Point of Duration and Immenſity 
that it pleaſed him I ſhould appear in and 
poſſeſs, of his own meer good . 
Without my Knowledge or r Conſent. | 


11 1rhoughs myſelf obliged to Ane a ens 
ral View of my three abovemention d Par. 
ticulars of Enquiry, before I proceeded on 


the more ſerious Conſideration of any of 


them. I have hinted what a general Re- 
flection on the u firſt has occaſion d, and 
the third, the End for which 1 was put in- 
«< to Being, diſcloſes itſelf more and more, 
as I look into Exiſence in general, and. 
conſider the Greatneſs of the arbitrary POW. 
er of the great Cauſe of #s original Eſta- 
bliſhment, and harmonious Order, in 
which ſo much of it as We know, is 225 
pr and conſequently have reaſon to ſup- 
. poſe 


\ 


(156) | 
rote: e xeſt to be in. No doubt we are 
whes' before we-wete, that Great (HE was 
pleaſed wWe ſhould be, and we ſhall be what 
he ſhall mediately or immediately think 
Jar to make us. And I think we may 
very well be contented 3 ſince; as he never 
asked us our leave, Whether we would 

be or no?” So neither will he ask our 
W advice,  < What the Conſequence of our 

( preſent Exiſtence will be to us for the 

WW * me 25 Fe 


f BUT. as to the real Exiſtence of ſuch 
1 eee Figsr Causx, ſince ſo 
1 much depends on it (for otherwiſe all 
chings muſt have been Eternal, or have 


ſprung out of nothing) 1 beg leave to offer 
the n The. 

1 1F ere be any certainty in our 
ho Knowledge of the Being of things with, 


4 ce out us, of the beautiful and harmonious 
_ Order wherein Exiſtence in general is 
F placed, or particularly in our Notions 
1 2 of the Splendor, Varicty, Vaſtneſs of 
75 be Number, Greatneſs, c. of thoſe illuſ- 
1 e Frjous. Bodics, which WE ſee in a clear 
8 «N * 
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e en our Ideas of us Reih 
& of an Immenſity all around us, tlie re- 
r. moteſt Corners of which we may oll 
4 ceive abounding with as glorious Pro- 
te ductions as that pays of it, withig this 
ve reach of our Underſtanding, is acknow- 
. ledged to be inhabited with : If, I ſay, 
«there may be allowed any Certainty in 
t Ou Conceptions of theſe Matters, and 
% theſe things do actually correſpend in 

nature to the Ideas we have of them 

That Perſon, who determines, again? 
e their deriving their Origin, their Order, 
te their Beauty, their Splendor, their Va- 
„ rjery, their Motion from ONE "GREAT 
« Cabsz, whole eſſential” Property, and 
« whoſe only it is to Exiſt, without ha- 

ving enquired into, and examined, as 
f: much as is poſſible £ for him, by the help 
e of his Faculties to do, what can be 2 th 


| having Lon this, ſhall determine 288 nt 
e tlie Exiſtence and Cauſality of a Figs 
| « Cavs t hat gave. Birth and Being to all 
5 Things, makes a precipitate Judgment, 
Without haying” weighed the _peceſlary 
. a by means of which be Was to 
« form It. 1 


*. | AND 


5 qt). 
5 AND — made the: bet 1 
# his Faculties he could, in 8 Diſquiſition 
. into the Nature of evety part, femote or 
ear, of Exiſtence, that could come with- 


B+ Knowledge of their Nature, and of the 
. means whereby they are brought about, 


e he would not be yet entitled with any 


% colour of reaſon to draw any ſatisfacto- 
«, xy Concluſion againſt the Exiſtence of 
Fe -one ſupreme Fountain and Cauſe of 
« Exiſtence of all other Beings. For what- 


ie ever may be his Sentiments, and in what · 


« eyer manner he may think fit to reaſon 
concerning the Cauſality of what he 


e fees. and knows, either of their bare Ex- 


< iſtence, or Order, there muſt remain till 
© a poſlibility of their being otherways 
£ produc'd ; there. being multitudes of like 
Effects which may be produced by dif- 
& ferefit Cauſes. And till he ſhall demon- 
£/ftrare the appearance of Nature cannot” 
e he owing to any. other than to that 
60 i ae vhick: * eltablihes I hall 
; 5 g | . pre- 


„50 on 


8 


. — reach of his Faculties, and had 
made the greateſt Impreſſions into the 
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1 preſume with reaſon that it owes its 


. cine to a Firn 1 5 


(e 


40 parts of Exiſtence, (except one indivi- 


Cc, 


ce 


BUT . before a Man kinky 
right to determine againſt the Exiſtence 


of a firſt Cauſe or Principle, That muſt 
be known that is impoſſible to be known, 
That there is not actually exiſting in the 


infinite Continens ſome more power- 
ful and nobler Being than any of thoſe, 


of whoſe Exiſtence he is certain, whom 


if he knew, he himſelf would acknow- 
ledge equal to fo great and ſo ſtupendous 
a Work. For who can ſay what is /odg- 
ed in the great Abyſs of Space, or which 


way is our glance of Intelligence capable 


< of precluding with any colour of ground, 


a firſt Principle from his right to Crea- 
tion?” 


« $O that as we our ſelves gave not to 
2 


ourſelves our Exiſtence, but were cauſed, 
we have reaſon to ſuppoſe all other 


ded exiſting Eſſence,) has been ſo too. 
There appearing a perfect Independency 
among them all, as to the voluntary giv- 


* 
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e Jog or communicating Exiſtence to one 
« another; and conſequently may be ſup- 
« poſed that they all owe their Origin to 
e one common univerſal Cauſe. It is im- 
4 poſſible to diſpute or conteſt the poſſi- 
« bility of this, with any ſuperior reaſon, 
0 by any one who has not an adequate 
4% Knowledge of infinite Capacity, and of 
« thoſe innumerable, or rather infinite Ex- 
c iſtences that are every where, and on ali 
« ſides, wo up and down, or are con. 
« tained in it.” 


« And if it be impoſſible to prove there 
| © is no firſt Cauſe in Nature, it muſt ei- 
« ther be proved there is one, and that 
« all other Beings are dependent on it; 
« and receive all their Laws and Powers 
e from him; Or it muſt remain probable 
cc only that there is, or that there: 1 is not 
« * ſuch a one.” ; 

THI 8 is only an occaſional Reflection 
that has occurr'd to my Thoughts, as 1 
have rang d them to and fro in the vaſt 
Abyſs of Capacity, and which I preſume to 
lay before you, SIR, in company with 
D2 the 


5 1 
the \6ihiers.” For my patt, 1 EY * T 
final Step towards the Belief and Atfarktice, 
© There is a God, to ſhewitto beimpoſiible 
for any one to prove, . There is node. 
As you ſee, Sin, this Thought, extends no 
farther. And indeed, the: Alinighty: Au- 
thor of Nature, has pretty thickly ſhaded 
his own Exiftetice and Natute, under the 
Shadow of his mighty and noble Works: 
Tho' virtually, 1 think, it fufficiently ap. 
pears through them. 
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BUT being on this sabled, 18 but 
take occaſion here to tell you, Sm, that 
to me it appears very furprizing, on the 
Suppoſition that all that exiſts owes its ori- 
gin to one firſt Cauſe, who never was not, 
That there ſhould be ever Beings conſtiotiꝭ of 
their Exiſtence, and endowed with T hought 
and Reflection, and yet be left ever in a 
Poſlibility of even doubting « of the relation 
they lic under to that firſ# Cauſe ; and that 
we have not in ſome meaſure as clear and 
 diſtin& an Object for our intellectual Pa- 
culties, when we direct our Thoughts to- 
: wards hint; as when we bow before au 11 

mage, we have for our corporeal Senſes. 
; 0 UT 
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BUT to pr. == Noch "LEFIM 
| Earr'd, ro my Mind, fo effeFually, to diſpel 

ole Miſts. Wherewith * has been beſet, 
s the. Conſideration, © of my having 
JF n an Exiſtence, in oppoſition - to. my not 
= "being « at all. 1 dont know any Thought 
5 ever came. into my Mind with more. diff. | 
14 calty, or any. one I could, tell leſs what. to 
do with, "or to. keep j in view, than the Re- 
| Aedtjon, That I was; and, 7 That Thought 
J which ariſes from the comparing my Ex- 
* Iſtence with never not being, or having ue- 
a ver been.” We are like a Man that: runs 
his Courſe, and never thinks he treads on 
the Ground. It is a much greater wonder, 
chat a Man has a Footing on the Ground, 
than, having it, he runs; ſo is it a much 
more ſurprizing Matter, that we exiſt at all, 
| than that we have Knowledge, . or are ca- 
pable of making different Purſuits in Life. 
In ſhort, we come to take Life and Being 
Hſelf. as ſoon as we have any Knowledge 
of i it, as a thing of courſe, juſt in the ſame, 
manner as we take living on, when, entred 
on it, fo be. 
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1 Fi it was TIE ber Sm, by the way; 


| 15 am as ſenſible as another cannot be) for 


Wy o 


what it Was to be, 5 What 1 Privilege ſhould 
one not think it to come into Exiſtence? 
Let any one now living reflect on any paſt 


Period of Time, as Queen E ligabetij 87. Or 
Henry the 8th's Reign; and conſider the 
World then, and he himſelf no part. of it 
and join to this the Conſideration of the 


World note, and himſelf a Part of it; and let 


him do this, if he can, without being ſurprized 


at the prodigious Alteration as to himſelf, 


which his Exiſtence, and his coming to be 
a Part of Nature occaſions. What a noble 
Creature am I, who, after an eternal paſt 


Duration, and Succeſſion in Nature, which 
I paſt in Sleep, without ſo much as one 
Dream, as I can remember, am come on a 


ſudden to awake, and to find myſelf in the 


midſt of ſo immenſely ſpacious, and ſo no- 
bly adorn'd and illuminated an Amphzithe- 


atre ? When will the Novelty, and Curio- 


ſity of the Sight be cxtinguiſhed, or when 
| "7 Surprize be at an end 
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WIA an Effect would i it ener 
ennobling, and dignify ing ourSentiments and 


nien into Being in the midſt of an infinite Ex- 
panſe, crowded with ſuch a Shew of great 
and magnificent Worlds, as our Earth is; 
5 and conſidered each Orb and its Confines, as 


lions of Millions of its proper Inhabitants, 
both of a viſible and inviſible Nature? How 
vaſtly different muſt ſuch a Man's Thoughts 
be, of himſelf, and of all that is ordinarily 
valued and eſteemed in Life, from thoſe of 


other than, as it were, the only tranſitory 
Being, and who was without an Idea of any 


fling muſt not the Purſuits, which the ge- 
nerality of all ſorts of Mankind take up 
with, to o ſuch a one, appear? 


- THUS, Sir, am ] fully reſolved to 
make 4 Pauſe in Life, and ſettle my 


and add to them a Fourth, that naturally 
Ts, ob 


© Actions, did each of us conſider ourſelves as 


aockd with (what is highly probable) Mil- 


one who never had conſidered this Earth, 


created Greatneſs in Nature, but what was 
of its Growth? How impertinent and tri- 


Thoughts on the three foremention d Heads; 
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* Wiſs from the other three Conſiderations ; 


— Fhich:ſhall be moſt, ſuitable to my Adiſev- 
vbviered , Nlature. 1 intend to obſerve; az L 80 
along what Diſputes there have been on 
foot in che World, and of which 1 am al- 


N it is to neglect the ſearch after thoſe 


| ' neither elated n this, nor 9 d me 


\ 


| CTY 


Ws, What I ought: to BEN“ zn, to 
e ont to myſelf chat Method: of Life, 


ready. ſenſtble chere ar many, which it ſg- 
hiſies nothing. for one to be determin d in; 
and which may be as great an abuſe of our 
Underſtanding to attempt to determine, As 


things, which come naturally under its cog- 
-nizance- I am; reſolved to fix myſelf ſo, 
both with reſpect to my Opinion of myſelf, 
and of all Things, cither preſent or, future 
without me, That come Death, come Life, 
come Riches, come Poverty, come Plea- 
ſure, come Pain, come Honour, come un. 
merited Reproach, come whatever Altera- 
tion of, Circumſtance of Life that can hap- 
pen to ſuch a Being as myſelf, to be found 
the /elf-ſame Perſon, throughout the whole 
| Gbſeayens Courſe of my Life? Neither qver- 

d. of the one, nor afraid of the other; 
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d it Diſappointmeſt; neither forgetftit 
5 22 in Proſperity, nor peeviſh or fret. I 
i in Adverſity. And this, Six, when ; 
dne arrives at it, will be LIE; and no- 
ning leſs than this ſeems to me to be L1- I 
We. For it is not a few airy all grounded 
tions; with which we think we may do 9 
Vonders on occaſion, and which may per- | 
. for a ſhort time ſoſten to us a Reverſe | 
Condition, will ſerve the turn, will 
: Peterve to a Man a ſteady Soul, and ſecure 
ro him himſelf, on all occaſions. Nothing I 
Vill be ſufficient to do this, but fixed Con- | 
iaſions and Maxims of Life, drawn from 
Jan impartial and ſerious Examination of 
what LIFE in all its Parts is, or what the 1 
true and real Eſtimate of all Things that 
we meet with in it. Indeed I cannot but be 
of | opinion; that it muſt be of the greateſt 
Conſequence and Advantage for a Man to 
carry about with him a Touchſtone of the 
teat and true value of every thing he has to 
do with whilſt he lives, how it really, and Aj 
how in Imagination only affects him, to | 
de of much greater conſequence, than | 
che having a Standard by him to judge of 
the Value of the Coin, or of any other 
vc 17 E | Com- 
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> of my Aalen, eee ee 


the Soul of Man to reſt on, Ped to exer- 


of more Inconvenience and real Trouble, 
than an \ hundfed any Neher v. N 


FOR this. "oY if find on the T, 2 * 
That Riches are my Good, That there is no 
Enjoyment of Life without them, would 1 
reſolve to proſecute them with a ſuitable 
Ardour to what ſuch a Conſideration as 
that will naturally inſpire one with; that if 
the general Eſteem of Mankind be a Bleſ- 
ſing, to endeavour to ſecure it to me by 
all meaus poſlible ; if Pain be an Evil, to 
avoid it at any rate; and if every thing be 
good, which is pleaſaut, to ſteer the alt 


BU T, if on ha ghar. Ferre: 1, thouldon 
Examination find, that my true Happineſs 
is no ways dependent on an Aſfiuence of 
what is call d this Morld s Grods; bur that 
it is through an-ixrcgular Judgment, influ- 
enc d by a Wrong Fancy, that it is thought 
fo ; that they afford no adequate Object for 


0 a Complacency mk in; a0 tha. a 
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de beet may be Had at a much 
cheaper kate, and in a much more rational 
and ſublime degree neater home, To be 
more cool, * and indifferent in the Purſuit 
after them. What right uſe there is to 
be made of them, to make it; whatever 
W 200d account they may be turn d to, to 
i have regard to it, ſhould they fall in my 
way; farisfying myſelf, ſhould they never 
be my Portion, that, that is never required 
of a Man to do, which he wants means | 
W 2 ann, | 

AND i, if on Reflection on thc E. 
| geen and Honour paid one, by thoſe of 
che ſame Species among whom I may be 
converſant, it ſhall appear to be a thing no 
other ways valuable, than as either thro' 
the Rectitude and Probity of my own Mind 
I may deſerve it, or as thoſe who pay it me 
are truly excellent ind worthy ; ſhall I be 
naturally led to moderate my Paſſions for 
the Careſſes and Reſpect of your gaudy un- 
thinking Beings, to regulate and propor- 
tion my Delight in it, to the real Merit 
and Worth of the Perſons that give it me 3 
ae” not to meaſure this Worth and Ex- 
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cellence by embroider'd Habits, gilt Cha- 
riots, by Titles, Precedencys, or any mack 
Pageantry; or in ſhort, by any thing e- 


| ſabliſhed as a Diſtinfion among Men; 
but by that which is excellent and worthy 


From Nature; and what, wherever it is 


| to be met with, though cloth'd in Rags, 


gives a Superiority where wanting, though 

in the higheſt Condition, I mean, orderly 
Affections, generous S entiments, and # 

commanding SES: 


AND ſo, likewiſe, as to Pleaſure 3 


if. on Examination, I ſhall find that every ; 


thing is not my Good, - that pleaſes me,” 
That therefore a due Choice ought to be 
made, in order to make a Good of 4 Pleg- 


ſure, or to come at any true Enjoyment— 


To be maſter of myſelf to ſuch a purpoſe, 


as that I may never be indulging myſelf in 


that, which not only will give me no Satis- 


faction itſelf, but will rob me of that 
Indulgence which would give it me, and 


make me moſt content * n my Being. 


» 


IF 8 Riot, Luxury, Sloth, or 


; bs een Fs no laſting or con- 


ſtant 


« * * 
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ſtant Satisfaction; and this be only to be 

nad from the Indulgence of the benevolent 
and ſocial Affections: in fine, if the men- 
tal Pleaſures, infinitely tranſcend the ſen- 


| | ſual, to adjuſt my Taſte, and — w 
* Conduſt «eordingly. 


= IN * if I find Life to * ſt in PX 
ion, if I find it to conſiſt in the Exerciſe 
W of thoſe Powers both of Body and Mind, 
5 vuvhereof 1. conſiſt ; and that theſe Powers 
W arc capable of being very differently em- 
W play'd ; and that the Dignity or Indignity 
of my Nature will be as I ſhall dire& the 
W uſc of them to find this right uſe out, 
and to purſue it—to form right Judgments 
of Things that will have any relation to 
me, and ſet proper Objects for my Afec- 
tions and Paſſions, and indulge them after 
a proper manner. For theſe are the Principles 
and Springs of our Actions. And if I love 
only what is truly lovely, and hate what is truly 
hateful, my Actions will reflect by this means 
ſuch a Luſtre on my Mind, the Conſciouſ- 
neſs of which will give me that Compla- 
cency and Satisfaction in my Exiſtence, 
which none can be ſenſible of, bur thoſe. 
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4 
ho on a ſettled Judgment have determined 
to live a Life 9 "© the Py" of 
their Nature. al ek 


AND. now, am, 1 diy Tun, to fl 
| what a pitch of real Excellency ſhall not 
one raiſe one's (ſelf? after what an advan- 
tageous manner ſhall not one recommend 
one's ſelf to our GRA r Cavss and Author 
of our Being, in employing thoſe Powers, 

by which he was pleas'd at firſt to make 
one conſcious of out Being, ſo much to the 
Diſcovery and Perfection of what it was ? 
How advantageouſly will ſuch a one, by 
this means, introduce himſelf into a future 
State of Being, who cam give ſo good an 
Account of what he was in his prior State 
of Exiſtence? and how pitiful and mean 
muſt that Being be thought, in ſuch future 
State, who ſhould be landed there perfectly 
unacquainted with what he had been? And 
ho, inſtead of informing himſelf of the 
Grandeur there is in Nature, and of his own 
Relation to it by virtue of being a Part of it, 
had employ d the whole Courſe of a Period 
of Being, in amuſing himſelf with a Com- 
plaeency in the trifling Eittleneſſes of Mat · 
arb of human 9 
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LET.» me e have. your ROY Sim, 8 
ile my Thoughts are warm, (and I hope 
yours ate not, on your reading what I have 
writ, altogether cool, permit me, I ſay,) to 
hay before you here a Suppoſal of a pretty 
xtraordinary nature, that offers itſelf to my 
lind on this occaſion; and which; how- 
Wever, I hope will not, at the bottom, appear 
Wnore extravagant than rational to ou. 
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IE T us ſuppoſe. then, © That it ſhould: 
F<. pleaſe (HI MA who only has, but who 
actually has the power to do ſuch a thing) 
the Sovereign and Sole Arbiter of our 
« criminately a Colony from the Bull of 


other Orb in our Neighbourhood, where. 


« to ſuppoſe, 95 That the original Dwellers 


« what they had formerly been ?: But from. 


. ef Mankind-totheis rde, Net 


* _ 


Lives, and F. ortunes, to draw out indiſ- 
« Mankind, and tranſlate them into ſome 


« there was room for ſuch anew Sett of In- 
2 « hahitants. It cant: be at all unreaſonable- | 


pt in ſuch Region would be curious of know»: | 
ing whence theſe Foreigners came, and» 


« the general Inconſiderateneſs ener, : 
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(len u 3 
« how few among this adventitions Multi 
<-rude can be tationaliy preſumed to be able 
to give them any Satisfaction in ſuch an 
Enquiry? The Firſt Troop which they 
hall accoſt, I will ſuppoſe; for the honour 
«of my Country, to be Engliſhmen; One of 
«which, I hear, asked, From whence he 
_ «came? Or what he wat? His anſwer 
is, „That he comes from his Place of 
Abode, from Family-Hall, in ſuch af 
& Count) ; perhaps, indeed, he may know 8 
« of what Kingdom, and adds that roo.” i 
And not that he comes from having 
« had a Being in ſuch a WorLD, which tho 
ee he hadliv'd a Revolution of 50 or 60 Years A 
in, perhaps, he had never heard of. And I 
« astothe ſecondDemand, « What he was 2” 
He very readily thinks'moft notably to ſatis- 
« fy his Curioſity, by telling ſuch Enquirer, 
As to uhat he war = That“ He was a 
64 Wu Another, perhaps, anſwering 
00 rightly to the Firſt Queſtion, „ That he 
% comes from an Orb, That Was in his 
Language, ralled Eur rh. But, * As to 

hat he was S That he Was a 
</LAWYEK'? *:- Thar he dealt in Qui 
Tuns, n vine, Common Recoveries; Eines, 
WO, cc I 
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And (if it would not 700 ra denote 
my Lawyer to be one of the preſent Ge- 
n ncration, I might add) in Mandamuss and 
nin Informations, in the nature of a Quo 
Hiro But ſhould the curious Inquirer 
85 LGha ln ſuppoſe, for once, to underſtand 
what is ſaid to him in ſuch Language) pro- 
cced to ask, What real or perſonal Rights 
were with them? Whence they aroſe? 
What was the inward Conſtitution of 
mat Being, whoſe Safety was ſecured 
L 5 * only by a Community, and guarded by 
Las, &c 2” — Theſc are Things, which 
for the Credit of our Lawyer, we will 
W ſuppoſe the Enquirer forgetting himſelf, 
asked for in his own Language, which our 
© Lawyer, without prejudice to his Charac- 
© fer, may be ſuppoſed not to underſtand, 
and ſoto make no anſwer to them. AThird, 
to the Queſtion, What he Was, or had h 
been? Anfwers, ſome what ſncakingly,--- 
a Payſon.” A Fourth, to the ſame Que- 
ion, very bouncingly, That he was 
„A Lonn.“ This I believe to be no miſrepre- 
[+ Emion of what would be the fert of 
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N . to theſe ee on ſuch an 
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Le who on being ask d, Who or what they 
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be in ſome pain, as to your Opinion of 


I am not, however, apprehenſive any Thing 
2 Fe has 
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er Occaſioh, by the generality. of the Ex- 
ce liſpmen which went to the Compoſition 
« of the number of this new. Plant ation. 
« And I fee no reaſon, though I am not 
« ſo ptoper a Judge of it, why any Thing 
ce better may be expected from the reſt of 
< the Inhabitants of the World. Few, 
ce very few, I am afraid, would be found, 
e in the whole Maſs of Mankind, into 
« whoſe Heads it would enter, That 
< they had been ſuch a Being as Man, and 


K 


« had been? could ſatisfy the curious En- 


< quirer after ſuch a manner, as on the like 4 
< occaſion would become a Being by na- 


. 


<« ture conſcious of his Exiſtence, whate. 
<« yer it was. 


HAVING here, SIR, made a. reflex 
View of what I have hitherto writ, and 
obſerving the freedom with which I have 
laid my Sentiments before you, I begin to 


my Orthodoxy and Soundneſs in the Faith. 


"4 3s) 

has fallen from my Pen, any ways deroga- 
| tory of the Excellency of the GRRAT 
Gon, or, as he appears much more in- 


the FjrgrT and only ORIGINAL BEING; 
or inconſiſtent. with the ſincereſt, moſt en- 


or Regardto his Will, in whatever manner, 
made known to us. Indeed, it is aſtoniſh- 
ing to me, when I think on it, That there 
Mould have been ſuch an Ado made in all 
Ages about Religion. What Deformity and 
= Confuſion has there not been introduc'd into 
che World under the Pretence of it? Un- 
der the Pretence and Colour of the moſt 
W ſimple, and, one would think, the moſt 
intelligible Thing in Nature? What is Re- 
ligion, or wherein daes or can it conſiſt, but 
in having a due Reverence for the Cauſe of 


x 6s 


Pleaſure, in converting thoſe Powers of 
Action with which we find ourſelves en- 
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F 2 ing, 


telligible to me when I think of him, of 


tire, and moſt aſſured Dependance on him, 


our Exiſtence, and, in obedience to his 


dowed, towards the Happineſs of ourſelves, 
and of Thoſe, to whom the Exerciſe of them 
ſhall at any time relate? Is it poſſible, 
That any one can reflect on his own Ex- 


Iſence, ang find that he actually has a Be- 
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| tag; and . Sos any 3 
his own, but muſt neceſlarily haye ralſed in 


to the ſame great Principle ? And as to 


ſitive Threats or Puniſhments to a Crea- 
ſeverity in it with ſuch a one, as the in- 


' that Thought be to us - all, if we would 


% That that Action muſt certainly be moſt 
6b conſiſtent with our Happineſs, which is 
«© moſt ſuitable to the of the great 
60 . of our n, and 


Nie 


him noble Sentiments of the Author of it! 
And theſe proportionahly increaſed," as he 
increaſes his Knowledge of his on, and 
of other parts of Exiſtence, that owe, in 
common with all things elſe, their Beings 


the ather part, there is, or ſurely there 
ought to be, to a generous Mind, ſo much 
on another like Creature's immediate, or 
conſequential Miſery, that it is wonder: 
ful to me, how there ſhould have ever been 
any occaſion for the denouncing: any po- 


ture capable of Reflection, for ' doing it, 
What Conſideration ought to carry ſo great 


trimſert Meanneſs, which the doing ſo, muſt 
imply in the Door ?How natural would 1 nor 


make the leaſt uſe of our reflefFive Powers, 
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þy or miſerable Inflacnce, Conformity or 
N onconformi ity to the Laws peculiar to 
the Frame of any Creature, muſt neceſſa- 
rlly, ſooner or later, be attended with to 


1 


F 


N 


. 1 he 4 
De hats 


iſtence, ſhould find himſelf. in Being, 


| * © happy. And whatever appear'd to ſtand 
in the Way of the Truth of it, when 


= WN muſt be Shadow only, and i, 


Br "ER is the {Adi 0 Wha 
* thinks or who conſiders ?* Thoſe that 


in every Country in the World, reach d out 
to them, as, What they ought t to think.” 
And thoſe (which are by much the greater 


FF . ˙ Cant Te an 4 SW: 


wy 


15 +: Sa Nen allow METER | to 2 ; 
4 en their own. nature, or on the hap- 


[fuch Creature, They would all acknowledge 
che beauty and juſtneſs of this Sentiment, 
and readily ſubſcribe to it : © That in what- 
ever point of Space, or period « of Dura - 
„ tion, a Creature, conſcious of his Ex- 


4 he had only to inform himſelf of Ts 
« Maxen's Rule of Action for him, to be 


would think have immediately ſomething, 


number) who have 10 Inclmation to think. 
od 83 Are ready to confirm themſelves 3 in - 
their 
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vu | 
their wilful Stupidity under colour of it. 
Theſe latter cannot be treated with too 


great a Contempt, nor the former with too 


much Indulgence. And every thing ought 


to be remoyed 1 that prevents them from do- 


ing honour to their Maker, and to them- 
Ives, by enquiring into the Nature he 
as given them. Now what lies more in 


the way of this, than the reſpective Syſtems Ml 
of Orthodoxy, which almoſt every Coun- iſ 
try has peculiar to it ſelf? Were Men left 
to themſelves, it is impoſſible almoſt to 


conceive that fo great numbers would bear 


living a Courſe of Life over, without ma: 
king ſome ſcrious Enquiry, who'they were, 


or what it was? Did we come into Life 
with our Faculties in Perfection, I am apt 
to think we ſhould, before immerſing our 


ſelves in Buſineſs or Pleaſure, /ook à little 


about 5, and be ready to ask our ſelves, 


5 What it was we ſaw, and what we were 
e our ſelves, to whom the Objects that 


« ſurrounded us preſented themſelves?” 


Now I cannot ſee that the gradual Man- 5 


ner, in which we come to attain to the 
Perfection of our Reaſon, ſhould be any 
hindrance to our asking our ſelves the © ſame, 


= 


<Q») 
[Oueſtions, when we do attain unto it; 
W OUught. Novelty. to ſtrike us more than 
os Magnificence? | Surely there muſt be ſome 
| external Impediments, that hinder our gra- 
Wrifying our Curioſity z and what more like- 


veneration with which we are bred up in, 
for the faſbionable Syſtem of Notions of 
Þ the Country, to which we belong? But 
what Syſtem of Orthodoxy is there in the 
World, that ought. not to be a Shame to 
Wthc E/pouſers of it, if it has not ſtood the 
reſt of an Examination? Can it be rea- 
WE ſonably expected, That the Examination of 
Wa former Age, can be an Examination for 
che Preſent ; Or that of the preſent, for 
Wany, future Generation, nay of any one Indi- 
Wvidual for ayother? What can be for the 


but on being found, on Enquiry, to be true, 
by thoſe who profeſs it! And what ought 


auiry is not freely allow'd? And how can 


e where, where a Man ſhall ſuffer in the leaſt 
Legree of Eſteem, whoſe private Conclu- 
2 * however falſe in themſelves, ſhall 


hap- 


85 ly, to be of the number of theſe, than the 


.... 


Whonour of Gop or Man, to be profeſs d, 


ever to be preſum d true, where that En- 


that freedom be ſaid to be allow'd any 
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e be different from That wks ; 
_  faſdion ? The Magiſtrate, in every Civil 
Society, ought to keep a good-Livok-ont 
on the Outward-Mgn; and the Look-in 
to the ;ntward-Man, be only left to Him 
h only knows him. No Government 
can (at leaſt none ever did) ſubſiſt with- 
out the publick Acknowledgment of a Gop; 
no publick Acknowledgment can be made 
but under ſome Form or other ; therefore 
of Neceſſity there muſt be a State-Religi- 
en, ox rather a State-form of Religion, 
which the State of every Country ought to 
make ſuitable Proviſion for the Support of. 
yo And the Conſcience -of every Man, more 
obliges him, for Oyder's ſake, to acquieſce 
under it, where nb manifeſt Abſurdity, in- 
jurious to Gop, ſtands in his way to hinder 
him from doing it than it engages him, 
by reaſon of any light deviation from what 
he in his private Opinion may think ore 
t, not to comply with it. This being 
ſettled, all Latitude onght to be given for 
reaſoning on all Subjects indiſeriminately. 
F Truth cannot maintain its Ground by | 
Altgument, God forbid it ſhould habe re- 
ws. = 6 And 


when 


ta * 


| | * us Latitude of the -Uſe- of Thought 


uus People will be no longer 


| ieee of Truth, but will be 
forced to lay by their Idlenefs and Igno- 
1 ace, and appear, and come out, and fight 
themſelves. The Conſequence of which, 


of Opinion, among thoſe that will have 
. 12 Opinion at all, than ever there Was, 
pricing or ſpcaking, were in force. There 
too great a Conformity between the 
er Underſtandings of Mankind, not 
generally to agree on fair Debate on Fun- 
4 and there would be too much 
EL 1 45 Mind, when this is once done, 
to fall out aftcryards : about Trifles. TI is 
a fear for intereſt that begets i in any ming 


fore d otherwiſe than by Argument to aſſent 
to any Truth that is propoſed | to him. 


7 would. be no. more heat in a religious Con- 


23 gibi r 


| themſclyes under Authority, for 


will certainly be a much greater Uniformi- 


bile. the greateſt Reſtrictions, both of 


2 horror for Argument. And there ariſes 
4 natural Diſdain in a free Mind, to be 
Wer re not this t the Caſe on both ſi des, there | 


xroverly, "than it n che Solution of a Geome- 5 
d | tal "Problem: 5d Ne . e 
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1 
at all of the cee in ay ißt bf 
what Truth would turn out. Truth 15 
ing the Thing we "ſhould all deſite ts" be 
made appear, and readily and unanittibull 
in all matters equally alike” embrace, did 


not Paſſion, Pride, and Intereſt prevent the 


. of « onr ir Judgments. * * * pra | 


THIS beng, Sin, a mall Reit tha 
thc Thinking part of Mankind, bring fot 


their not thinking at all: 1 thought it not 


amiſs to remove the Odjection, a8 welt” as 
I could, that ariſes from it it, As Lwent Pot 
Bur thoug 


for the Mts ho ignorance 244 inatentive: 
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nels in the minds of Men, concerning that ; 
which is ſo near them as their own Nu : 


rures. An Enguiry of this "fort, miglit be 


| Carr) cd much further than it is, without 4 any 2 


Fe to or from Orthodoxy at all. But 
ow caſily are Mcn ſatisfy” d in ſo i momentous 3 


A Concern ! ! Acpording to the Obſervation 


1 have made of Mankind, the gen crality 2 


of Men may be ranged into three Cla es. 


One of which is made up of: thoſe Who 
make no manner of uſe of their Under- 


Kandings 
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( 43 ) 
* but through the means of an 
afflyencc they have ready at their hands, 
follow and indulge themſelves in whatever 
they fancy, without making the leaſt re- 
flection what does, or what does not, become 
them to do; as if the direction of Reaſon 
belong d no more to them, than to Creatures 
who never were diſtinguiſh'd with it. Ano- 
| ther. Claſs conſiſts of thoſe who indeed 
make a right uſe of their Underſtanding, 
either by Contemplation or Action, and 
would thereby anſwer ſome End in Life; 
but this meerly for Ends of their own, for 
Honour or for Profit, and not in Conſe- 
quence of any reflection on their own Na- 
tures, or any ſenſe of Obligation to their 
reſpective Applications for the happineſs of 
human Nature, from the particular Frame 
and Conſtitution of it. The Third and 
laft Claſs, is of thoſe (if there be cnough 
left of mankind after the other two ſorts 
are ſet apart to make up one) of both theſe 
laſt ſorts, who from right and worthy Views, 
taken from the Obſervation of their own 
Natures, and in obedience to the diſcover- 
ed Pleaſure of the Author of them, en- 
gaged themſelves, as theit Genius led them, | 
either in Contemplation or Action. 
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25 2 1 propoſed to lay before Jou, 4 "Plan 


only, I ſeem to pretend to preſent you 
with a more. finiſh'd Piece. But "this is 
what I ncither have deſi ign to do, nor think 


5 my ſelf yet fitly qualify d to undertake. The 


preſenting you with That, may poſlibly b be 


ſome future Trial of your Patience. I can 
: only acquaint, you nom (to whom, next to | 


my own Mind, would I approve my Actions) 
That I am reſolved to make a full Stop 
in my Carreer of Life, and to bring to ſome 
Perfection the Examination I have already 


what Iought to do, as a MAN, before I ſet 


5 about the informing my ſelf what I ought 


begun of what. it is, before I live it over. 
To inform my ſelf what it is to be, and 


to hnow, or do, as an ENGLISHMAN.. And 


fy my ſelf in more particularly, not meer- 
ly in a ſpeculative manner, but ſo to river, 
har I ſhall know of them, in my Mind, as 


that it ſhall.be lively. expreſs 4 throug ghout 
my future Conduct. One is, 3 — 11 


can, 8 of my future Exiſtence, af- 
ter this, He is, 50 an End; The. other, 


* 1 Tc: what 


_——_ there, are tn Things I am reſolv'd to ſatis: 


* *_ A Mo 0 * 


* 


Lie and wherein irconſis, And, 
may judge gf the Lene of this 


it will, coſt me, I ſhall never repent 
1s Pits Ring For very great is the Se- 
enity and Tranquility with which, I have 
already filld my Mind: Such a happy. En. 
Ince on any purſuit is. enough to draw 
4c ne on in it a good length, before one 
gvould think of a Retreat. 
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W BUT you will perhaps, Gay, © That by 
| : | 8 the Purſuit of this your E uquiry,. you 
will at length loſe ſight of that Pro- 


Wy < fragably convinc'd, That this is the one 
% Thing needfull, That every Employment, 
Honaur, Diſtinclion or Advantage, that 
is to be met with in the different Courſes 
of Living, is ſubondinate to it. I am ſatis- 
fed nothing but this will ſecure to me an 


eaſy 


1 n p. 
Er. ; 1 have already ok fy whatever 


= c/o in which you are engaged, and 
WW what then? Or at leaſt have a very con- 
“ fant Mind, ſuch as I have no reaſon to 
imagine in your fayour.” — But to this | 

l beg one to anſwer, M That. I am ixre- : 


248 
r 
OI FA 

= N 
* Ly * 

* 
# 
* 


3 

* ++: 
— 4 
na 
- 2 4 ag 0 
- 40%... HS 


* 7 * - 
tag ; 2 i 5 * 
San *; : . 1 a 
— 1 Eg "242.00 


0 - _ 
bots. ones 1 D 3 
* W en. e 
— 0 . 2 e at, © AW 


46) 
eaſy Mind, witho! which, Life, in 
Condition, is a very heavy. Butthen. Ar 
Tam no leſs alſured, That he that has not 
done it, muſt have his preſent Enjoyment 
owing only to his Stupidity, or a conſtant 
Diſtraction of Buſineſs or Pleaſure. Theſe, i 
in the end, he muſt either leave or they 
will leave him, and then what has he to 
ſapport him? That rational Being who 
does not employ his Facultics towards the 
making himſelf happy, (and there is but one i 
way of doing it) is unworthy of the Ex- 
cellency of N ature whereof he Partakes. 


A T the ſame time, however, SIR, that WW: 
I fay this, I am not inſenſible that ſeveral iſ 

Reflections, which you will find ſcatter d 
up and down, in this Paper, are, when 
ſeriouſly eſpouſed, enough to put one out 
of the ordinary way of thinking, and to 
give one an unhappy turn for Buſineſs and 
the World. But tho it may be on very 
different Views and Motiyes that I ſhall re- 
enter on the Stage of the World, yet re- 
enter I ſhall. And aftet having conſulted 
my own Happineſs, endeavour to conſult 
ar of others. Which rightly underſtood, 
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. Fal Sh” 80 of all Employments 
and ought, from the K; ing t to the Cobler, to 
Toad the Mind of every one of every 
"Wherefore, altho' 1 am affurd 1 
El five very happily and contentedly 
atly obſcure Corner of the Earth, re- 
l brd from all the World, yet as I find 
n" ny] Nature aQtive, and of all Employ- 
Lay the bet, I ſhall reſume the Study 
bit; but to be impatient after Honours 
or 'Riches, I foreſee I neyer ſhall. Alas! 
Vat is there in theſe that is auy ways ade- 
3 quate to the Deſi ires of: a truly human Soul? 
WA moderate Competency i is all I deſire or 


Jof procuring, in Whatever State I was to 
: be engaged. 


1 in the Study of the "Law, in my Years of 
Life, will be any Prejudice to any future 
Succeſs therein. There is little done un- 


hope in 3 Years time, when I ſhall arrive 
at that Age, to have finiſſrd my Enquiry, 
955 to have a little enquired" into the Law 

| too, 


hope for, which I don't in the leaſt doubt 


'B UT I cart t think neither that a Pauſs 


der 30; even where there i is Ability, and I 
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gement. 10 ar 
and Bulingks zs 


carlier in the Day. For " in n the Morn 


zng of i It. they are content to walk leiſure : 


ly. I hope (to continue the Allyfi on) mi 
Steed will be ſo. well ſeaſon d. when | 3 

mount him, that I ſhall be. able. to &t. ou: 
with a quicker Pace, - And truly Fables ri 


ing the little that is done in the Morg o 


Eu, eſpecially in the Profeſſion ol, the 1 
Law, I have often wonder d that er de 
men are 25 zealous and wa to be 4 I 


1 Profpett of ni Mig or THEY away 2 


s or 10 Years of the very beſt of their 
Lives: Years that might have been apply't 


to much better purpaſe than in ſauntering 
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up and down to Meſminſter. Theſe Year | | 


(if J may dictate, but it is and ſubmiſſion) 
ought to have been ſpent in cloſe Study; 
and. the former Years which they applycd 


to the Study of the Profeſſion, hays been 


a in the 15 of what would 
hays (ct; off. and ae the future Know: 


ledge 


8 (040 
ei the Profeffion. And when Buſi- 
neG falls not in the way of one ſo in- 
traced; it is a certain ſign, that the Buſi- 
neſs was not made for nl, or he not _ 
Buſineſs | 


4 am now, „in; come to Town, for 
oe ſake of keeping my, Term, and re- 
eeſhing my Mind after ſo long a Re. 
irement. When this is done, I ſhall re- 
Wturn to it again, in order to purſue, and 
bring to a head, my Thoughts on 92y/e/f, 
u Origin, and the Judgment I deſign to 
F tand by, during Life, of Mankind, and 
of human Affairs; which I ſhall purſue 
Wwith as much Diligence and Application, 
as the Hopes and Deſires of not indeſer. 
W027, at leaſt, the continuance of your Fa- 
our, if not (through your Partiality to me) 
d(eſerving it. And with as much Zeal and 
Aſſiduity, as the Conſideration of the Im. 
portance of the Enquiry in general, and 
of the particular Importance of it to my- 
ſelf, by my reaping the advantage of ſet- 
ting out with ſuch mature and ſettled 
Determinations concerning myſelf; and all 
chat ſhall- relate to me, in my Dawn of 
5 5 3 Life 


next to the Satisfaction that a ſettled De- 


the greateſt of any Pleaſure that can befall 


<« jt to him.” And of the conſequential 


80 1 15 
Life, will undoubtedly be of to me. And 


termination, and a naturally conſequent 
Reſolution thereon will give me, I ſhall 
ever eſteem the Continuance and In 
creaſe of your favourable Regards, Sin, I 


me from without.—Next to that Plea. 
ſure which that Perſon has transfus'd over 3 ö 
his Mind, Who has conſidered, and found 
« himſclf ſomething in Being, without his 
« Wil or Intention, endowed with Power | 
« of exerciſing very various Actions; and 
< has, on Reflection, diſcovered to what 1 
Actions thoſe Powers ought to be de- 
&« termin d. And who knows the Conti- 3 c 
« nuance of his Being, not to be in his 
« own Power; but to be dependent on a 
« Cauſe, which can as arbitrarily either 
« wholly deprive him of it, or as arbi- i 
« trarily change it, as He at: firſt granted 


A 
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Pleaſure of which Confideration, I don't 
doubt, SIx, but you are very ſenſible. 


BUT how happy ſhall I be, if from 
being not unworthy of your Fayour, I 
| | ' "Wall 


** 
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(51) 
* -evet become worthy of your Friend- 
J confeſs it is bold what I am gc- 
1 to add, That I never reflect on the 
entire Friendſhip there was between C1- 
CERO and BRUTUs, without wiſhing, that 
What BRU TUS was to CICERO, I might 
ome to be to you. I am ſenſible this 
ays me open to a heavy Cenſure of Vanity, 
if not of III Manners ; but I hope it will 
on both accounts be ſoftned, by what I 
IF beg leave to ſubjoin. If I compare my 
r lf to Baurus, cither as to natural En- 
ments, or as to Fortune, it would ar- 
tie my Ignorance, both of his H. ſtory, 
ad of myſelf. But as there was as great 
Wa Diſparity between the Age of Cicrro 
ad his, as there is between yours, SIR, and 
ine, and ſome difference, tho, perhaps 
Waot ſo great, between them in Dignity 
Wand as I am ſatisfied, that all the World 
knows in whom publick Spirit, general 
Benevolence, and Love for Mankind, Hu- 
Wmanity, and all other thoſe ſocial Graces, 
Iwhich were fo ſhining in C1cero's Cha- 
wracter, appear with no leſs Luſtre in our 
wwe than they did in Him, in his; fo 1 
are ahead of myſelf, that there is nothing 
| OR 
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ſo dear to me, as the rendring wyſelt 4 


noble a Being as I can: And as to the 


ſuperior Excellence of Underſtanding, 1 
know, that he that has a leſſer Founda- 
tion to build on, may raiſe as regular a 
Structure, tho not ſo magnificent a one, 


and thereby lay a Claim, in proportion, to 
as much Merit, as he who has a larger 1 


Ground, and nobler Materials to work on. 


IF a e Deſire of connibuting 


all I can, to the Happineſs and Welfare of : 
thoſe Perſons, more or few, .to which my I 
Actions may have relation, be ſufficient ta 
make a Man belaved—l muſt be ſo, And I 
if an equally paſſionate Deſire to make 4 


r - 8 8 2 . 8 N r 


8 


71 e 
fo 3 3 . 
PFW 84 

” N 8 NE N 

ul n 


one's ſelf as worthy a Being as one can, 
will entitle any one to the Character of 
wiſe and knowing, J have a right to it, 
But as I am ſenſible this in neither Caſe 
is ſyfficient, but Endeavours muſt be uſed, I 


as in the firſt, contemplating your Ex- 


ample will make thoſe ſocial Virtues be, at : 
length, conſpicuous in my Behaviour, and 


become à part of my Character; I ſhall 
be glad to have your Direction, in order, 
on > the other hand, to own my Un⸗ 


dcrſtanding, | 


derfandiog; and enlarge my Mind : 


[OS] g 
or if 
not Four, poſitive. Direction, yet I beg the 
Continuance of your kind Regards. The 
Favour and Eſteem of a Man of Vertue 
and Worth, deſerving that to be ſaid of it, 


W wich much more reaſon, in my opinion, 


« jt gives a new Grace to our Manner, a 
ce new Dignity of Life, and a new Viſage 


to our Perſons.” I had ever a Spark of 
Emulation in me, and a great Thirſt after 
ö Knowledge. But I know not what it is 


become now. What was ſcarce ſenſible 


before, is now broke out into a mighty 
Flame, ſince I have been any ways regard-- 


ed by you, Sin; and I ſhall never think 
I can do too much to approve myſelf to 


1 you, or to retain your Fayqur. 


SIR, I hall end. this long (and If you 


7 think |, you may add, for I would not 


anticipate your Judgment, tedious) Epiſtle, 
yith the citing ſome few Paſſages I have 
met with in my reading, that greatly con- 
furrd to give me the Caff of Mind that 


* 


\ 


| (54) 
has produced it ; and on which 1 muft re: 
iy for my chiefeſt Apology with you, for 
oo done it. 


AND the fr/ ſhall be, a ſhort Citation 
out of an anonymous Author of a little 


Book, I accidentally met * in theſe 
Words: 


« T O come but once into the World, 
c. and 7rifle away our true Enjoyment of | 

te it, and of ourſelves in it, is lamentable We 
“ indeed. This one Reflection would yield 
© a thinking Perſon great Inſtruction.“ 


A 


r 
{A 


MY. next ſhall be a Sentiment of the 
famous CARDAN, Vis. 


* QUID jucundius quam ſtire quid 
« ſimus, quid fucrimus, quid erimus, at que 
« cum his etiam Divina illa atque fu 


cc prema poſt obitum, nes oo Fi wiſe 
« tudines 2” 


THE excellent Monſua eur an af- 
forded me another ente in the fol- 
lowing Words; 
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e 2 HO MME eſt viſiblement fait pour 
penſer ; c 'eſt toute ſa dignite, & tout 
en merite. Tout ſon devoir oft de pen- 
WW /er comme il faut; & Fordre de la 
W< penſce eſt de commencer par Sox, par ſon | 
„ AuTHEUR, & $A Fin. Cependant à 

guy penſe-t-on dans le monde? Ja- 
mais 4 cela; mais a ſe divertir, a de- 
Wc venir riche, a acquerir de la reputation, 


a ſe faire Roy, ſans penſer à ce que 
© Ceſt que detre Roy, & detre homme.” 


I crave your Patience, SIR, for ſubjoin- 
Wing to theſe three Authorities, a fourth, 
chat is above twice as long as they all. 
And, I hope, I ſhall readily have it; when 
Win excuſe for it, I acquaint you, that in 
my humble Opinion, it is the fineſt Paſ- 
Nee of the fineſt Author that ever writ. 
It is of that great good Man TULLY, and 
taken out of the t Book of his 7. 7 
culan e 


- — SED ne vedio ſolum 2 
l. mus ea, quae volumus oſtendere; pro- 
25 Fonenda quaedam quaſ moventia ſint, 

5 quae 


a 


8 


ge " magil ad « cognitionemn Liifel! 


. > convertans. | Lf 

e nobis quidem fracftans + vir 3 
& kilus, iſqus anime parumper & cogita 
— tione Jingatur. Primum mgenia erimi 
5 « it, neceſſe oft; tardis enim mentibm 
* wirths non facile comitatur: deinde al 
A inugſtigandam veritatem ftadio- incitato: 
10 ex quo triplex ille animi foetus exiſter; 
unus 2 cognitione rerum goſitus & i 
« explicatione naturae 5 alter in deſcrip- 


SM 6 tione expetendatum fugiendarumque re · 


4 rum arteve, vivendi; tertius in judican Ml. 
« do quid cuigque rei fit conſequens, quid 
c repugnans : in quo ineſt amnis cum ſub· 
&« tilitas diſſerendi, tum veritas judican Wl. 
4 4. Quo tandem igitur Gavpio adi 
« neceſſe eſt ſapientis animum, cum his 
« Habitantem pernoc t antemque curis! cun 
« tatius mundi motus con verſioneſque per- 
« ſpexerit, fideraque viderit innumerabli 
« caelo inhaerentia cum ejus ip mot 
«© congruere certis infixa ſedibis'; ſepren 
alia ſuos quaeque tenere curſus, multun 
inter ſe aut. aſtituline aut Humilitute 


20 Aiſtantia, quorum var notut rale 1 


* bs wu: OL, <a" inpulit . the 
« : weteres. &. Admonuit, ut ut plura quae re- Fo 1 
«, rents... Inde oft indagatio ata initiorum 
ce & tamquam ſeminum, UNDB&ſent . em- 


08 «. 134 orta, generata, concreth ; quaeque cu- ; 
1. Juſque. generis vel inanimi vel animan- 
ll « tis, vel muti vel loquentis OrIGQ: ye. 


Ly Vith, quis interitns, quaeque ex alio in 
« Aliud viciſitudo atque mutatio; unde 
« terra aequis librata pondirilus: % quitus 
« cavernis maria ſuſtineantur : qua omnia 
 delate. gravitate medium mundi locum 
nh « ſemper. expetant ; qui eſt idem  infimus 
40 0 in rotundo. Haec tractanti imo, 2 
2 « notes G dies cogitanti, exiſtit illa à deo 
. «. Delphis pracrepta cugnitio, ut ipſa ſe 
1c mens agnoſeat, conf unc tamqus cum di. 
® Vina mente ſe ſentiat : ex qua. inſatia· 
A bili gaudio conpletur : ipſa enim cogi- 
7" * tatio de vi & natura deorum, ſtudium 
00 « AMncendit illius aeternitatis imitandae ; 


* 1 eſe in brevitate vitae conlocatum 
en pat, eam rerum cauſas alias em aliis 
1 % aptat e. neceſſitate nexas videt : l 


« bus ab. 'heterno. tempore . fluent ibus - in 
A apternum. ratio tamen men ſque moder- 2 
fur. Hace 33 intuens e fu Mien, _ 


N — 


* gravitate atque conſtantia, quam aut 


© 58 ) 
% wel potius omnis partis oraſque circun 
« ſpiciens, AN TA rurſus animi tranquil. 
ec ljitate humana & citeriora conſiderat? 
"« *hinc illa cognitio virtutis exiſtit : Mo- 
« reſcunt genera parteſque virtutum: in- 
ec venttur, quid fi fit quod natura ſpetiet 
ce extremum in bonis, quid in malis ul. 
timum-: quo referenda fmt officia | 
% QUAE DEGENDAE AETATIS RATIO Dl. 
LIGENDA.” 


THIS is that Knowledge, with the 
Praiſes of which, the ſame great May 
opens his firſt Book of the Nature of the 
'Gops ; and which has the Tendency, “ 4d 
« agnitionem animj & ad moderandam re. 
< l/igionem.” Two no inconſiderable Ad- 
Vantages. 5 


AND to what ought another Expreſ- 
ſion of the ſame immortal Man be ap- 
plied, rather than to the Subject of this 
Addreſs; where he ſays, Nil tam te- 
« merarium tamque indignum ſapientis 


4 . ſentire, aut, quod non ſatis ex- 
1 e plorate 
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© ed perceptum "ft & cognitum, | he 10 
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RY is ithis Knowledge, and 1t alone: 
that will place a Man in that deſirable 
Situation, which Lockzrius gives ſuch 
Life to, in the ä e * 
Salim, 
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« Deſpicere "ds queam alios, paſſimque 


c "7 * RESO 88 ; OUS : S 


« Videre YE 

: & Errare, atque viam palantes querere 
{ „ © | 
Ciertare ingenio, anrufe nobilitate 
Moctes atque dies niti preſtante labore, 
> Ha fummos emergere opes, ne | 
- * rt. 

F Q MISERAS HOMINUM MENTES !” 
-H N EV ER Fr was tc, ws 
- WH naturally rais'd. 3 
ö IN fine, it is this Knowledge that will 
" I fone help'a Man in the Concluſion of his 
; Life, to confirm, by his own Experience, 
. the Truth of that Trivial, but in the Senſe 
it carries in it, very Weighty Proverb, 
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« rontis avari. 
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